
 Smith-Barnes Elementary School Newsletter November 2014 

A Message from the Principal… 

Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe that we are already well into second quarter.  As you have probably 
realized, students’ academic work is becoming increasingly more challenging.  The 
content being covered supports second semester and will prepare our students for the 
first administration of the new Georgia Milestones Assessment that is taking the place 
of the CRCT.  Georgia Milestones Assessment requires students to be able to answer 
questions with more depth of knowledge and no longer as a multiple choice 
assessment, but to answer with short and long written response.  Students are required 
to not only produce the correct answer, but to show how they derived the answer.  This 
is a big change from what has been asked for in the past, so we are working to try to 
prepare students by increasing the depth to which they answer questions.  Students 
must be skilled writers. 

In the coming weeks, you will hear about our plan for a school-wide fundraiser.  As a 
school, we try to be reasonable when we request participation in our fundraisers.  This 
year, we are working to raise funds for a new playground, air purifiers for the 
classrooms, provide additional academic resource materials, provide more awards for 
students, and continue to increase student access to technology.  We truly need the 
financial support.  Please be sure to help us raise the funds needed to support our 
students. 

If I can be of service to you, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Regards, 
 

 
 
 
Michael Eddy 
Principal 

Smith-Barnes  
Elementary School 
147 Tye Street 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 

Phone: (770) 474-4066 
Fax: (770) 474-0039 

 

Mr. Michael Eddy 
Principal 

Ms. Soraia Felgenhauer 
Assistant Principal 

 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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A Message from the Assistant Principal... 

Dear SBE Families, 

October is here, which officially means that we have been back to school for a couple 
of months. Hopefully, all of our students have fallen back to the school routines and are 
excited with all the learning and experiences going on throughout our hallways. While 
I can share my excitement in seeing our students grow, I am sure that your 
communications with your student’s teachers validates what I see going on throughout 
our school. We continue to appreciate your support and partnership to assure the 
success of every student at SBE. 

Please notice the upcoming events as we try to come up with great learning 
opportunities for parent and friends at SBE. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please let us know as we value our partnership. Students are concluding a collection of 
nonperishable foods and will soon be involved in other projects through the counseling 
department. I continue to look forward the great work ahead and the great success of 
our students. 

 
 
 
Soraia Santos Felgenhauer 
Assistant Principal 

Title I News 

The purpose of parental involvement under Title I is to promote active engagement 
between school administrators, teachers, and parents.  

The goal is to empower parents by providing them with the proper tools such as, work-
shops, resources, and encouragement which in turn will improve student achievement 
and learning.  

I encourage you to stop by the Family Resource Room to see our materials available 
for check out. The Family Resource Room is located in Room 102 at the beginning of 
the first hall. I am available from 7:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Please stop by and check out 
wonderful materials that we have to assist you with the academic improvement of your 
child.  

Title I Compacts and Parent Involvement Plans went home last month. I hope you take 
a moment to look over them. If you have any questions please let me know.  

Kwana Mitchell Parent Liaison Kwana.Mitchell@henry.k12.ga.us 

mailto:Kwana.Mitchell@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.nationwide.com/james-chapman
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VIP Corner “Very Involved Parents” 

Mornings can be hectic! Just when it seems everything is under control, something 
goes wrong and throws your entire morning off. Though it’s easy to think that being a 
few minutes – or even an hour late doesn’t matter….IT DOES! Research shows that 
children will be more successful in school if they arrive on time, ready to learn every 
day!  

TIME SAVERS….  
Prepare the night before. The less there is to do in the morning the better. Lay out 
clothes, check homework, pack backpacks and lunches at night can make the morning 
go more smoothly.  

Get a good night’s sleep. Elementary-age children need 10-12 hours of sleep every 
night. Well rested children wake up easier and likely will be in a better mood than 
those who don’t get their 10-12 hours.  

Allow children to help. Children can help by brushing their teeth, dressing them-selves, 
keeping track of homework and school papers, and gathering backpacks and 
lunchboxes.  

Avoid the TV trap! Limit TV in the mornings until they are completely ready to go or 
better yet, save TV time for after school.  

Allow for the unexpected. Planning to arrive even 10 minutes early keeps schedule-
busters like slow traffic from making you late. 

SMART GIRLS Club 

The SMART (Science, Math, Art, Reading, Technology) Girls Club is in progress.  
The purpose of the club is to enhance young ladies interest and awareness in science, 
math, art, reading, and technology.  The club has been busy identifying mixtures and 
compounds as they mix various ingredients and components to create creative cookies 
decorations. Additional, the girls are creating a collage describing their inner 
personalities.  In the coming months, the SMART Girls will be conducting chemical 
experiment creating foam elephants, ice cream, butter, rock candy and more.  During 
the month of November, the SMART Girls will be showing their appreciation to 
faculty and staff at Smith-Barnes by providing a light continental breakfast. 
Additionally, SMART Girls will be visiting various classrooms reading holiday stories 
to the boys and girls of Smith-Barnes Elementary. Future activities include inviting 
guest speakers to discuss etiquette creating wreaths for the holiday season.  SMART 
Girls patiently await their personalized lab jackets.  We look forward to working with 
the Smith-Barnes Family. 

http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
http://www.getsetgrow.com/
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Reading Tips 

Even if your child is motivated to 
read, supporting him/her with a 
variety of ways and options will 
keep her momentum going.  
Here are 7 tips to open up the wonderful world of reading for your child.  

Reading Tip for Parents: What’s “Just Right”?  
Children feel confident and competent when they read books that are “just right.” But 
how do you find a “just right” book? Have your child read the back and front cover, 
and first page of the book. If there are more than five words that he cannot pronounce 
or understand in context, the book may be too challenging. Be supportive about finding 
a more perfect fit. Choosing the right book will help your little reader feel successful.  

Reading Tip for Parents: Map it Out It’s important to provide your child with a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction reading. A fun way to do this is to get a map and 
show them the way from your house to the grocery store or another familiar destina-
tion. Have your child write out the directions, street by street, and then read them to 
you as you walk or drive to the store – like a living GPS!  

Reading Tip for Parents: Card Tricks Do you think effective reading only takes 
place at libraries and book stores? Think again! There are reading opportunities 
everywhere. Go to a greeting card store with your child and read the greeting cards 
together. Later, vote for the ones whose words convey the best birthday wish or get-
well sentiment.  

Reading Tip for Parents: Picture This! During your  next outing or  gather ing, take 
action-packed photos, then have your child create captions to go with each picture. 
Assemble the pictures and captions in a picture book or album, and add speech and 
thought bubbles to create a personalized – and probably hysterical -- graphic novel  

Reading Tip for Parents: Last Comic Standing Take time to read comic str ips 
together. Share favorites from your own childhood and have your child put his 
favorites on the fridge. Read them aloud, and often -- repetition is a great way to build 
reading skills. Soon, he’ll love looking. 

Last but not least, please make sure your child’s reads at least 30 minutes each night. 

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.lgkarate.com/
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Counselor’s Corner 

Students shouted a bit louder when they saw the flag that reflected their heritage round 
the curve in front of Smith-Barnes Elementary. They cheered the loudest for the 
American flag. 

The kids also cheered for fourth-grader who sang the National Anthem as Stockbridge 
High’s Navy JROTC presented the colors. 

Smith-Barnes Parade of Nations-Henry Herald  

 

 
Smith-Barnes Elementary pursues the Anti-Defamation League's "No Place for 

Hate" distinction by hosting a parade of flags illustrating the school's diversity in 

heritages. 

Friday morning’s parade of nation’s event was part of the Smith-Barnes 

Elementary efforts to become an Anti-Defamation League “No Place for Hate 

School.” 

 

Counselor Deirdra Jones organized the multicultural flag parade as a 

culminating activity topping off the school’s “No Place for Hate Week,” which 

included lessons in bully prevention, multiculturalism and diversity. 

Smith-Barnes Elementary Upcoming Events 

 November 19th - Thanksgiving luncheon at 12:00 p.m., please join us for “orange 
you thankful luncheon” in the media center. 

 November 19th - Stevi B’s Family Spirit Night, from 6pm-8pm in Stockbridge. 

 December 5th - All Pro Dad Meeting at 7:15 AM 

 December 11th - Spelling Bee at 8:30 AM 

 December 16th - Holiday Program 6:00 PM 

 December 18th - Classroom parties at 12:30 PM 

 December 19th - Last day of second quarter grading period 

 December 22nd - January 5th - BREAK 

 January 6th - First day back for  students 

http://www.gymtech4kids.com/
http://www.henryherald.com/photos/galleries/2014/oct/20/smith-barnes-parade-nations/
http://www.henryherald.com/photos/galleries/2014/oct/20/smith-barnes-parade-nations/
http://www.henryherald.com/photos/galleries/2014/oct/20/smith-barnes-parade-nations/
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Fourth Grade News 

The year is moving very quickly, and the Fourth grade has made great progress with 
mastering the standards.  We have more work to accomplish.  In ELA, the students 
will be working on using the writing process to write Opinion/Persuasive texts.  
Practicing the conventions will continue and learning grammar and using the skills in 
writing and speaking will continue.  Please encourage the children to read each night 
for 20- 30 minutes.  Vocabulary will continue to be a focus.  In Social Studies, the 
students will be learning about the colonies in America.  They will learn about why the 
colonies began, about the people in the colonies, and the date each colony began.  The 
life the colonists lived will also be discussed.  In science the students will learn about 
the water cycle and weather.   This will also include the study of space.   In math, the 
students will need to continue studying the multiplication facts.  They will be studying 
factorization and this will include recognizing and using prime and composite 
numbers.  Fourth grade teachers always welcome parents, and we would welcome 
anyone who would like to volunteer to read to your child’s class or help in any other 
way.  Mrs. Mitchell can help with the background check that is needed to volunteer or 
to go on field trips.  Happy Fall to All!!  

Fifth Grade News 

Fifth grade parents, 

Our next projects are coming right up.  We first have a 4-H speech “project”, followed 
by the Endangered Species Science Project.  Be on the lookout for the rubric and 
information.  The Science project will be due December 15. 

Please continue to watch your child’s grades on Infinite Campus.  If you have not 
collected the information to access your child’s grades, you can pick it up in the front 
office. 

We have a book report assignment due next week, November 7th.  We always 
encourage everyone to read every day.  It helps improve your child’s reading skills and 
ability. 

Please begin collecting soda “pop-tops”.  These will be donated to 4-H Ronald 
McDonald house. 

Lastly, students in Mr. Clark’s, Mr. Valenzuela’s, and Ms. Skand’s classes are 
participating in the Stock Market Game throughout Georgia.  Mr. Clark currently has 
teams ranked 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th.  Mr. Valenzuela has a team ranked 5th.  This is out 
of a total of 123 teams. 

mailto:billie@newzflash.net

